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Protest at Blackwater Headquarters in Moyock

Saturday, October 20, 2007
Organizers call for Blackwater’s removal from Iraq and Afghanistan,

cancellation of all federal contracts and an end to their 
training of law enforcement personnel
MOYOCK – While the FBI and State Department block Defense Department and Iraqi investigators looking into war-profiteer Blackwater’s September 16th massacre of innocent civilians in Baghdad’s Nisour Square, opponents of Blackwater will gather in Moyock near Blackwater headquarters for a demonstration and peace vigil on Saturday, October 20th.
Blackwater is a secretive, paramilitary empire owned and operated by Erik Prince, a wealthy conservative and supporter of the Christian right with close ties to the Bush administration. Beginning in 1997, Blackwater has grown exponentially, securing over $1 billion in federal contracts since 2001. Blackwater was recently included in a $15 billion ‘narco-terrorist’ contract award from the federal government. Blackwater now has aviation, maritime, and ground forces capability.
Blackwater is a dangerous, for-profit corporation with a history of abuses and wanton disregard for the rule of law. The most egregious abuses have occurred in Iraq where the Bush administration has given legal immunity to Blackwater’s mercenary business activities. On September 16th Blackwater killed 17 and wounded 27 civilians. According to the New York Times, the investigation has already been thwarted by Bush administration officials.
On Christmas Eve 2006 a Blackwater employee got into an argument with a guard of the Iraqi Vice President and shot him dead. The employee was quickly flown out of the country and nine months later has not been charged with any crime. In response to the latest incident, however, the Iraqi government has ordered Blackwater to leave the country. Companies like Blackwater operate in a legal gray area, in which it's uncertain whether they're subject to civilian law, military law or neither. There is no oversight, no transparency and no accountability.
In addition to its private army for hire, Blackwater is in the business of training civilian law enforcement, a grave danger to U.S. democracy given Blackwater’s history of indiscriminate and excessive use of deadly force. So far, over 50 police agencies in the U.S. have received training from Blackwater, and the company plans to increase the number of police and sheriff personnel trained at its facilities in North Carolina, Illinois and California.
“Blackwater is a menace both domestically and internationally” says Christian Stalberg, a spokesperson for Blackwater Watch, a group based in North Carolina that is concerned about Blackwater’s human rights abuses, indiscriminate use of deadly force and lack of accountability. “Blackwater is the perfect poster child for the Bush administration’s militaristic recklessness and its cronies’ plundering of the U.S. Treasury. Blackwater symbolizes the Administration’s propensity to violence in order to of subjugate others over political differences or resources they want to control, like oil. Blackwater needs to be closed down.”
About BlackwaterWatch

BlackwaterWatch exists to shine a light on BlackwaterUSA specifically, and private armies/mercenaries generally. We represent a growing contingent of concerned individuals and groups including, but not limited to, human rights and peace activists, people of faith, civil libertarians, and veterans. BlackwaterWatch is concerned about human rights violations and the absence of accountability for BlackwaterUSA and others like them. We support the passing of legislation to regulate private contractors operating in a war zone and placing them under either civilian and/or military law. For more information visit http://blackwaterwatch.net.
