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PROTEST TO COMMEMORATE THE 17 INNOCENT IRAQI CITIZENS MURDERED BY BLACKWATER IN NISOUR SQUARE

Saturday, September 13, 2008; 4-6pm
at Blackwater's Lobbyist Firm Headquarters:

Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice
One West Fourth Street, Winston-Salem, NC  27101

WINSTON-SALEM – On September 16, 2007, Blackwater guards shot and killed 17 Iraqi civilians in Nisour Square, Baghdad. Almost a year later, no one has been charged or prosecuted for the murders.  Blackwater, a private army and mercenary headquartered in Moyock, NC with over $1 billion in federal contracts (primarily no-bid) since 2001, operates with impunity, not subject to either military or civilian law. Blackwater is associated with tax evasion, gun running, weapons stockpiling, recruiting death squad paramilitary personnel from Latin America and defrauding US taxpayers. Blackwater operates without oversight, transparency or accountability. Thanks to lobbyists retained by Blackwater, like Womble, Carlyle, Sandridge & Rice, Blackwater’s contract with the US State Department was renewed this past April. This despite the Iraqi government having ordered Blackwater out of its country and the stonewalled investigation into the Nisour Square massacre. Despite press reports to the contrary, Blackwater has confirmed that it has no intention of leaving the security contracting business. Blackwater is expert at using influence peddling professionals like Womble Carlyle and its connections with the White House administration to remain free from harm and open for business. A Bush administration appointed federal judge recently forced the city of San Diego to allow a shell company created by Blackwater to open a training facility inside the city limits, within a mile of the Mexican border. The Bush administration has hinted at militarizing our border with Mexico and Blackwater is positioning itself for future federal contracts to provide border security.

About BlackwaterWatch
 
BlackwaterWatch exists to shine a light on Blackwater Worldwide specifically, and private armies/mercenaries generally. We represent a growing contingent of concerned individuals and groups including, but not limited to, human rights and peace activists, people of faith, civil libertarians, and veterans. BlackwaterWatch is primarily concerned about human rights violations and the absence of accountability for Blackwater Worldwide and others like them. We support the passing of legislation to ban private armies on U.S. soil, as well as the regulation of private contractors operating in a war zone, placing them under either civilian and/or military law. For further information visit http://blackwaterwatch.net
About Womble Carlyle

Headquartered in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, Womble, Carlyle, Sandridge & Rice is the third lobbying firm hired by Blackwater since October 2007. Womble Carlyle lobbyists representing Blackwater are: John Mashburn, former general counsel and policy director for Sen. Judd Gregg, R-N.H., who is the top Republican on the Senate Budget Committee; and Mark Harkins, who was chief of staff to Rep. Brad Miller, D-N.C., chairman of the Investigations and Oversight subcommittee of the House Science and Technology Committee.
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